A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
of Cecil's spy system, organized under Walsingham, that
Campion was betrayed by the man who had served his last Mass,
The Support of the Dutch Rebels. In 1579 the pro-
longed and increasingly successful rebellion of the Netherlands
against Philip of Spain, a rebellion which was progressively
weakening his power throughout Europe, reached a landmark
in the Union of Utrecht. This was a combination between the
seven northern provinces of the Netherlands, in which a power-
ful group of Calvinist merchants had gained the upper hand,
declaring their independence of their legitimate sovereign
Philip, and their proposal to constitute themselves into a separate
state. It is a date of capital importance to the history of Europe,
for the claim was successfully maintained in arms, and by the
continued oppression of the large Catholic minority in the new
republic it was a victory for Calvinism and a heavy loss to the
Spanish prestige and power in Europe.
The remaining nine provinces of the Netherlands, disgusted
with the anti-Catholicism of the new state, were henceforward
more and more easily persuaded to return to the Spanish
allegiance, though they had been as wholehearted in the earlier
financial rebellion as any.   The prime mover in the Union of
Utrecht was the wealthiest of all the wealthy men combined
against Spain—William, Prince of Orange, the ancestor of the
present reigning house of Holland.    So far as England was
concerned, the interest of the occasion was that within a few
years it led to a situation in which Cecil could openly support
the Calvinist rebels of Holland against Spain.    William of
Orange was put to the Ban of the Empire by Philip, and was
shot five years later by a private individual who took upon
himself the carrying out of the sentence, braving the terrible
death by torture which was bound to follow at the hands oi
the rebels,
Further Steps in the Provocation of Spain. Drake had
returned from his voyage in the year 1580, coming with his ship
The Golden Hind into Plymouth Sound on September 26 of thai
year. Six months later it was judged that the time had come tc
make a further demonstration against Spain, relying upon th*
continued negotiations with the French.
The Dutch rebels had invited Anjou to be their sovereign
he had not been able to maintain himself, but his continuec
connection with Elizabeth, and therefore with the Englisl

